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The Inner Light

Poushos _B 2 Ha 'olok ko
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*? When Moses came into the Communion Tent_to speak with [God], he
would hear the Voice speaking to him from between the two cherubs on the
ark cover over the Ark of Testimony. [God] thus spoke to him.

che &

! God spoke to Moses, telling him to ? speak to Aaron and say to him,
“When you light*® the lamps, the seven lamps shall illuminate the
menorah.”*

® Aaron did that, lighting the lamps to illuminate the menorah, as God
commanded Moses. . , @

* The menorah was made of a single piece of beaten gold. Everything
from its base to its blossom* consisted of a single piece of beaten metal. The
menorah was thus made exactly according to the vision that God showed

Moses.
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‘he sidrah opens with a brief description of the Menorah in the

. Mishkan and the command that Aharon and his descendants are
charged with its lighting. This follows directly after the lengthy de-
scription of the offerings brought at the dedication of the altar, de-

- scribed at the end of Parashas Naso. The connection between these
events is the subject of a well-known midrash:

We find above that all of the tribes brought offerings, except for the
tribe of Levi. Who was the prince of Levi? None other than Aharon,
and Aharon did not offer together with the other princes. He said,
' “Pérhaps the tribe of Levi is not acceptable because of me.” God said
to Moshe, “Go and say to Aharon, I have prepared you for greater
things than thatl...As for the sacrifices, they are only applicable
when the Beis HaMikdash stands. But the lights are everlasting...and
all of the berachos which I gave to you so that you may.bless My chil-

dren will also never be canceled,” *~ .
(Midrash Tanchuma, Beha’ulosgchq’S)

s
‘

It is not clear to me why Aharon was satisfied with the lighting of the
Menorah, whereas he appears not to have been happy with the
twice-daily incense, which the verses consider praiseworthy, or with
the animal and daily flour offerings or the Yom Kippur service, all of
which could be perforined only by him. He could enter the Holy of
Holies, stand in Gpd’s Temple, and utter blessings in His name. In-
deed, the whole tribe of Levi were servants of God...It is also well
known that when the Beis HaMikdash is nog extarit and the sacri-
fices are canceled, lighting the Menorah also. becomes defunct.

Rather, this midrash hints at the Chanukah of the Chashmonaim

[the Chanukah familiar to us , whiich applies even after the D struc:

(Ramban, Beridbar
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People are mistaken in thinking that there is only. one Mas-
sorah and one Massorah community; the community of the
fathers. Tt is not true. We have two massorot, twg traditions, two
communities, two shalshalot ha-kabbalah — the massorah com-
munity of the fathers and that of the mothers, “Thus shalt. thou
saiy to the house of Jacob ( = the‘women) and -tell the chlld{en

- . of Israel (= the men)” (Exodus 19:3), “Hear my son the in-
 struction of thy father (mussar gvikha) and forsake not the t?ach-
ing of thy mother (forat imekhg)" (Proverbs 1:8), counseled the
old king. What is the difference between those two massorot,
traditions? What is the distinction betweeri mussar avikha =nd
torat imekha? Let us explore what one learns from the father
and what one learns from_the mother.

- e :
" What is torat imekha? What kind of a Torah does the mother

Pass on? I admit that I am not able to define precisely the mas-
soretic role of the Jewish mother. Only by circumscription I hope
to be able to explain it. Permit me to draw upon my own ex-
periences. I used to have long convérsations with my mother.
In fact, it was a, monologue rather than a dialogue: She talked -
and [ “happened” to overhear. What did she talk about? I must
"'se an halakhic term in order 10 answer this question: she ‘talked

-inyana de-yoma. 1 used to-watch her arranging -the house
-t honor of a holiday. I'used to see her recite ptayers; 1 used
to watch her recite- the sidra every Friday night and I stijl

" remember the nostalgic/tune. I learned from her very much.

-
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My holy father explained the essential difference between kohanin

Une learns much trom father: how to read a text — the Bible

- or the Talmud — how to comprehend, how to analyze, how

i to conceptualize, how to classify, how to infer, how to apply, etc.

' ... One also learns from father what to do and what not to do,

- what is morally right and what is morally wrong. Father teaches
the son_the discipline of thought as well as -the disciplipe -
of action. Father's tradition is an intellectual-moral one. That is
why it is identified with {nussar, which is the Biblical term for

disciplipg.

2 | ' .
' l%'lost of all I learned that Judaism expresses- itself not only
in formal compliance with the law but also in a living experience.
- She taught me that there is a flavor, a scent and warmth 10
* mitzvot. I learned from her the most important thing in life —
to_feel the presence o Imight the gentle pressure o
His hand restin frail shoulders. Without her tedchings,
which quite often were transmitted to me in silence, I would have
grown up a soulless being, dg{ and insensitive,
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This helps us to‘iinderstand the complaint of Aharon recorded in
the midrash. He was,"as the text takes pains to point out, the prince of

and Leviim.! The task of the Levi is to connect earth to heaven, His
role in the Beis HaMikdash is as a singer. Through his béautiful melo-
ires the people to turn heavenwards, lifting them from

their phygjgﬂwlmitaggmwtg,xhupintuampm.lhe_kahen,‘on.the

p other hand, connects hea n-to.earth. He draws the presence of God
into the Beis HaMikdash, %e fire onto the altar, and infuses the world

dies he i

the tribe of Levi, even though he himself had been promoted to the

Tank of kohen. As their leader, he wanted to have a part not only in his
distinct Divine service as a kohen, but also in the separate, Levitical
style of worship. He had already been promised exclusive rights to ali
of the special sacrificial duties in the Beis HaMikdash — the heaven-
to-earth connection. Now, to match the princes of every other tribe,

with the Divine, Perforce,
Whereas that of the kohen
flecting its intensely holy nature.

the Levi’s service is performed in public,
is practiced away from the public eye, re-

he asked for a role within his own tribe — the rights to an act Or service
which reflected the modality of earth to heaven. In response, God
promised him the lights of the Menorah (or whichever menorah we
decide the midrash is describing). That the act oflighting the Menorah

is a Levitical type is apparent from examining its presentation in the
verses:




2+

When you light [literally, “raise up”] the lights, the severt'lights shall

throw light toward the face of the Menorah.

(Bemidbar 8:2)

When you light — [Rashi notes that this word really means “raise up’4.
and comments that] since the flame arises, the word for “raising” is
written in the context of the lighting, for one needs to light [hold
the taper next to the wick] until the flame arises on its own. -

D

As we see, the Torah goes out of its way to indicate that not only
must Aharon light the Menorah, but the flames must rise heaven-
wards before the act of lighting is considered complete. This symbol-
izes Levi’s style of worship — raising the physical toward God,

A1

igniting enthusiasm for matters spiritual in the hearts of the people.
So the lighting of the Menorah is a Levitical activity carried out by a

kohen.

2 M
el oo .
When exile occurs, the whole order of things alters, and the pro-

fundity and confidential nature of the Divine service is under threat.

This is reflected by the Hebrew word for “exile,” galus, which finds it,s
root in the word galui (revealed). Exile for klal Yisrael is a time when

(Rashi loc, cit.)

Using the toncepts gained thus far, we can begin to understand the
Ramban, who noted that since even the lighting of the Menorah was
canceled when the Beis HaMikdash was destroyed, the promise made

by God to Aharon referred to the menorah of our annual Chanukah.
It is of great significance that the menorah of Chanukah is the

only vestige of the Beis HaMikdash service which remains with us.
T ivi ice, as we have already briefly nfentioned, is an in-

tensely holy matter, one which expresses the deepest and most spirj-

tual of concepts. As such, it must be performed in.a private, secluded

domain, behind the walls of the Beis HaMikdash,

S\

None of thié, however, applies to the earth-to-heaven approach

. of the Levi. Since his role need not be played out in a spiritually pri-

the forces of evil attack the most sacred parts of ewish life, threaten-
1 ichi ed. The risk is too great,

Ing to profane and reveal tha
ind so the Divine worship in the Beis HaMikdash is interrupted.

4i The lamps of the Menorah of the Sanctuary are a symbol of
" the Jewish soul—“The lamp of the L-rd is the soul of man.”
And the seven lamps, the branches of the ' Menorah, are the
seven kinds of Jewish soul.5 Aaron’s task was to raise up every
soul, to bring out-the Divine within the Jew from its conceal-
ment in the subconscious. ’

The Rabbis sought an explanation for the fact that the word
“raise up” (behaalotecha) is used, instead of the miore obvious
“light” or “kindle.” And they concluded that the verse meant
that Aaron was to kindle them “until the flame rises up by it~
self.” "

Aaron’s spiritual achievement was therefore not only to
light the flame in the souls of the Jewish people, but to take
them to the stage where they would give light of their own ac-
cord. He did not simply creaté disciples, people who Were de-
pendent on his inspirationt. He engendered in them a love of

G-d that they could sustain without his help. o .
33 TR G of B Bl :

Interpreting this concept ‘allegorically, each of the ex-
pressions Rashi uses reflects a fundamental concept.

}

.“The flame” — Every person is potentially “a lamp.”
But a flame realizes the potential, producing radiant light.

“Rises” — A person should not remain content with his

current level, no matter how refined. Instead, he should -

seek to proceed further, searching for a higher and more
complete degree of Divine service.

“On its own” — A person must internalize the influence
of his teachers until their light becomes his own. The
knowledge he learns should endow him with the power to
“shine” independently.!

[ .
: 34 Moreover, he should “rise on his own,” i.e,, the

vate place, he can inspire people to turn to God.in any circumstances,
This means that the lighting of the menorah, which is of a Levitical
nature, can endure throughout the exile. Its intense and hol light «
can continue to illuminate Jewish life wherever klal Yisrgel may be. In

. fact, the explicit aim of lighting the menorah of Chanukah is to publi-

cize the great miracle which happened in the time of the Chashmon-

" aim. While all other aspects of the service in the Beis HaMikdash are

- damaged and nullified by galus, the lighting on Chanukah actually -
. thrives.on exposure to the outside; the deeper the exile and the greater

\ the grip of the anti-spiritual forces, the more effective its message.

We can well understand why Aharon was comforted by the offer
of the lamps of Chanukah, for in the merit of his descendants the
Chashmonaim, klal Yisrael have the radiance of their light until this

.day.

fy :
desire’
to proceed should become one’s own nature. Even withgut
the encouragement of others, he should continually §e_§L '
to advance. T '

. Similarly, when teaching others, our intent should be
that they also become “a flame which rises on its own” —
independent lamps who spread the “light of Torah”

throughout their environment.

g
A teacher should therefore not try to push all hisl stu-
dents in a single direction. Instead, he should appreciate

the gifts of each individual and cultivate their expression.s

Even when teaching the universal truths of the Torah, a
teacher’s goal should not be conformity. Instead, he

—

‘should try to enable_ .every student to internalize these °

truths in a manner that suits his own nature.’
e 2 OO IS OWN Da
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| ¢ There were, however, some men who had come in contact with the
dead, and were therefore ritually unclean, so that they could not prepare
.the Passoveroffering on that day. During the course of that day, they
approached Moses and Aaron. '

| =4 7 ‘“We are ritually unclean as a result of contact with the dead,” the men
said to [Mosesl. “But why should we lose out and not be able to upresem
God’s offering at the right time, along with the other Israelites?”

* “Wait here,” replied Moses. *“I will hear what orders God gives

regarding your case.” o '

J

[
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** [The Israelites] marched [the distance of] a three day journey® from 17:3 nd ""rﬁ:’:wm “'n i 'm L e M
‘God’s mounuain. The Ark of God’s covenant® traveled three days ahead of | T¥ /7 0D WO W ,m8n W7 Y 03T KR TIOR 1990 TR D2
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; them'in order to find them a place to settle. ** When they began traveling ' ivap mman piwn> W R P OR TRoT L3I0 XT Do P B Ly
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